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Who this document is for:


This document is for people who are helping take photos or document a permablitz for the permablitz.net website.
Intro

Thanks for agreeing to help document a permablitz!  A lot of wonderful achievements and work of so many we’ve left undocumented and uncelebrated and you’re helping us change that. 

Goals
We’d like you to record the permablitz day's events as they unfold - before and after shots, and shots of various projects from start to end, take some portrait shots, and capture the spirit of the day.  If you’re into video, or other forms of documenting it, that’s great too.
Tasks

· Be introduced and find out on the day if anyone doesn’t want to be photographed

· Take photos on the day

· Share the photos after the blitz with our Documentation Co-ordinator

· If you like, you can send the Documentation Co-ordinator a short report too

You’ll need:

· A digital camera 
· Maybe a pen and paper to take notes

Documenting the day

· Arrive early enough so you can document some before shots, before everything gets permablitzed!

· Introduce yourself to the host and lead designer/ facilitator and find out what the main activities will be on the day

· Ask the lead facilitator to introduce you during the gathering circle and reiterate you'll be taking photos throughout the day for the website. If people prefer to not have their photos taken to please let themselves known to you

· You can still participate in the blitzing when you're documenting! Just make sure to visit all the activities happening throughout the day to take photos of their progress so you can collate them later and show what the process was later. Talk to the facilitators so you have an understanding of what it is you're photographing if you are going to write it up later

· Don't forget to take photos that capture the overall energy of the day as well - it's good to show folk who haven't been to a permablitz before that it's a lot of fun as well as hard work - it's great to capture people connecting over lunch, the kids getting involved when it happens, anything that has helped make the day really special.
We love portraits and posed or semi-posed shots!

Permablitz is frequently asked for photos to be used by media. Whilst we take lots of photos throughout the day, we often find if you take one out of context - they're not great photos that can be used on their own. 

The best photos are usually not crowd shots, but featuring one or a few people in the foreground.  So ideally, ask people to smile and get some semi-posed shots – a minimum of 10 posed shots per permablitz is a good guide, and if it’s a small enough blitz, it’s nice to aim for a shot of everyone.  Ideally they’ll be in the foreground, working on something, and there is action in the background so it’s also clear that they’re at a blitz.  
Here’s some example photos (if you’re a professional or keen amateur we’re sure you can do better, but these are the some examples of the kind of photos that work well):
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A before shot
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Portraits with action in the background
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Posed crowd shots
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Interesting angles
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Novel situations
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Un-posed action shots
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Always work with kids and animals
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Characters
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Smiles
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Never too many semi-posed shots – try to get a good shot of everyone
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Hospitality
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Happy hosts
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An after shot 
Post-blitz 
After the blitz we need to get a hold of the photos and get them on the site.  If there’s someone from the permablitz collective there with a laptop we might even be able to get them from you then and there.   Otherwise we’ll be in touch.  If you know how to use the program Dropbox we can use that (dropbox.com – it’s free and really easy – after installing you simply save the files to a shared directory).  Otherwise we can talk you through uploading the photos yourself to the permablitz.net gallery, or you can email them through (although we generally prefer full-sized images rather than smaller easily-emailed compressed ones).   Let us know how you’d like to be attributed.
If for some reason you never hear from the collective about getting the photos, something broke.  Please email permablitz@gmail.com to let us know.  Thanks so much for your help!
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